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Some uses are: 

1. For securely joining a rope to a ring, hook, spar 
or tree trunk. 
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Some uses are: 

1. An improved version of the clove hitch, used to 
start a square lashing. 

2. Temporary whipping. 
3. Tying up sacks and bags. 
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ROLLING HITCH 

 

 
Some uses are: 

1. Another modified clove hitch used to join a rope 
to a spar at an angle. 

2. Finishing a lashing (square and diagonal). 
3. Putting tension on heavy ropes so that they may 

be adjusted. 
4. Removing stubborn pickets and fence posts. 
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The knots used for natural ropes do not always work 
well on synthetic ropes.  The Surrey Six have been 
selected because they cover approximately 90% of 
general knotting and work well in synthetic rope. 

You may need to learn more specialist knots for 
some activities. 

Think before you tie: 

1. Is the rope big enough for the load? 

2. Is the rope in good condition? 
3. Will the knot come undone after it has been 

loaded? 
4. Will the knot come undone because of the 

rope’s springiness? 
 
If you enjoy knots, there are many you can try, do you 
know that The Ashley Book of Knots contains over 
3800 different knots, there are many smaller books 
with lots of interesting knots available in the library 
and all good book shops. 
 
You can find larger instructions for the Surrey Six and 
more information about the International Guild of Knot 
Tyers (Surrey Branch) on our website: 
 

www.surreyknots.org.uk 
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FIGURE OF EIGHT 

 

 
 

Some uses are: 

1. Stops a rope coming through a pully or hole. 
2. Makes a general purpose loop that are easy to 

undo. 
3. Starts of packing a parcel. 
4. Frequently used by mountaineers because it is 

easy to tie, identify and undo. 
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1. A good general purpose loop. 
2. A climber’s safety line. 
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Double sheet bend 

Some uses are: 

1. Joining together two pieces of rope, of equal or 
different sizes. 

2. Joining a rope to a loop for example a flag to the 
flag pole rope. 
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